
418Babbitt acknowledged he may have been aware of who was seeking meetings with him
and something about their positions on Hudson through review of the charts of meeting requests
his schedulers prepared in the ordinary course of business.  He typically reviewed these in
meetings with his chief of staff and schedulers on a weekly basis.  These reflect two meeting
requests by applicants or their representatives prior to July 14, dated May 5 and June 5, and two
requests by tribes opposing the application, the St. Croix Tribal Committee on June 1 and the
Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin on June 2. 
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At the end of the dinner, Babbitt gave Bieraugel an autographed card that read:  “to Nancy –

Keep up the fight!”  

Babbitt testified that he had no specific recollection of these conversations with Bieraugel

and Tilsen, but believed that they could have occurred.  He said the statements attributed to him

sound like the kind of general statements he may have made, but did not reflect any specific

knowledge he had about the Hudson proposal.  Babbitt also testified that the type of local views

and reactions conveyed to him by Bieraugel and Tilsen were not the sort of information he would

have relayed back to his staff.  He denied any knowledge of follow-up correspondence that Tilsen

sent to him after the Eau Claire event.  

He recalled that the April 1995 tribal dialogue in Wisconsin was the first time he spoke

publicly about the Hudson application, and he thinks that it was also his only contact with tribal

members regarding Hudson.  It is possible, however, he had some contact with tribal members

interested in the Hudson matter at either a meeting of the National Congress of American Indians

or an annual budget meeting with the tribes.418  

Babbitt said he spends “eighty percent of his time on five percent of DOI’s business.”419 

Babbitt said the job of his chief of staff was to bring to Babbitt’s attention only policy questions,

matters in which he was directly involved or matters specifically requiring Babbitt’s attention. 


